
Supporting military-connected children

Kansas 
Purple Star
Schools



Adopted by all 50 States
Kansas was First 

Passed by 2008 Legislature

Kansas Active-Duty Military-
Connected Students

Army  7,947
Navy        203
Marines        165
Air Force        1,542
Space Force  15
Coast Guard  77
US Public Health Service    40

Total  9,989

Kansas Military Child Educational Council (KMCEC)

KSDE Representative – MIC3 Commissioner
Department of Defense Liaison

Governor’s Military Council Representative
Superintendents with High Military Children Concentration

Legislative Appointee
School Liaison Officers from Military Installations



Military Bases in Kansas

Fort Leavenworth Fort Riley McConnell AFB

With an estimated 1.2 million active-duty military-connected U.S. children
enrolled in schools in the US and abroad, the number of children affected by
transitions is significant.  



Heather Bohaty
Derby Public Schools USD 260 
Enrollment May 2022: 6,761 
Military Student Count: 783

Reginald Eggleston
Geary County Schools USD 475 
Enrollment May 2022: 6,606 
Military Student Count: 3,165

Keith Mispagel
Fort Leavenworth School District USD 207 
Enrollment May 2022: 1,681
Military Student Count: 1,650

Kansas 
Purple Star
Schools



Purple Star Schools Programs



The Purple Star designation recognizes 
schools that show a major commitment 
to students and families connected to 
our nation's military.  This program 
ensures that military children 
transition successfully into new 
schools and stay on track for 
graduation. 



Board Action and Commitment

Individual School Action

Military Support Activities



Military Resources
Website



KANSAS
PURPLE STAR

application

awarded to military-friendly school districts and those
schools that have demonstrated a major commitment to
students and families connected to our nation's military
including active duty, National Guard or reserve. Schools that
meet all criteria as required will receive official Purple Star
recognition to display onsite and may place the recognition
on their website.

A school district or individual school will be honored with the
Purple Star award if it completes all the required activities
and one optional activity. The Kansas Military Child
Education Council (KMCEC) will review all school district
applications and recommend those that meet the criteria to
the Kansas State Board of Education.

THE DESIGNATION IS...



Purple Star
Application
Process

District-wide activities

Dedicated military student 
and family support webpage

School-wide activities

Military support activities 

District Wide
Activities

Webpage

Military
Support

Activities

School Wide
Activites



Recommendations for Purple
Star Designation taken to
March State BOE Meeting

February the Kansas Military
Children Educational

Council Committee Reviews
Applications

School Districts
Renewal every 3 years

Purple Star Designation
Timeline

Application Deadline
is February 1



Certificate

Letter of Approval 

Posting on KSDE Military  

Families Webpage

Communication
& Recognition



 
Questions?




